INTRODUCTION
Honey production of A cerana is relatively low, on average 1.67 kg per colony in Sri Lanka, and a breeding program in order to improve the productivity of this bee has been suggested (Szabo, 1988) . The biology and morphology of A cerana have been described by Ruttner (1988) . Literature on A cerana has been reviewed by Peng et al (1989) . Variability of lengths of proboscis components and number of wing hooks of A cerana have been investigated by Fernando (1979) . The purpose of this study was to investigate the variability of various morphological characteristics of A cerana in Sri Lanka.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
In February 1988, the 74 colonies of A cerana kept at Makandura have been collected from various regions of Sri Lanka. These colonies originated from feral colonies which have been hived 1-2 yr prior to this study and were dispersed throughout a large coconut plantation. Empty frames were provided and the bees built their own natural combs. From 11 of these colonies random samples of &ap; 30 worker bees per colony were collected from the brood combs, preserved in 70% ethyl alcohol, and later examined for morphological characteristics. Numbers of bees collected from colonies 1 to 11 were as follows: 30, 26, 30, 30, 18, 30, 30, 28, 28, 29 and 12. Eighteen morphological characteristics were measured and one was calculated for each bee as listed below. All characteristics were described by Ruttner (1988) (Woyke, 1978) ; 8, Hindwing length (Daly and Balling, 1978) ; 9, Hindwing width (Daly and Balling, 1978) ; 10, Number of hamuli (Daly and Balling, 1978) (Szabo, 1988) . Specific morphological characteristics in a stock are often desired and some of these depend on simple genetic factors (Tucker, 1986) . Careful selection of the base breeding stock will result in a parental population almost uniform for the desired morphological traits and still containing enough additive genetic variance to support the improvement of desired quantitative characteristics (Rinderer, 1986 (Baptist, 1976 
